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  Evelyn Thurman Young Readers Award

The Secret of the Lonely Grave
by Albert A. Bell, Jr.

Kids investigate a mysterious grave and solve 
a 150 year old murder.

Steve and Kendra have been friends since before they knew they 
weren’t supposed to be. They notice flowers on an isolated grave 
they pass on the way home from school. Solving the mystery of 
who placed the flowers is easy. But soon they uncover other secrets 
-- about the Civil War, slavery, the Underground Railroad and the 
history of their small Kentucky town -- secrets some, even their 
parents, would prefer were not revealed. 
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“What a fantastic book!” Book Review Cafe
“Strong, thought-provoking read ... entertaining story that tackles controversial, difficult and painful 
topics in meaningful, age-appropriate ways.” 3Rs Reading Den

“Entertaining mystery that even adults could enjoy ... while they learn, kids are treated to a great 
can’t-put-it-down mystery.” MyShelf.com

“What a super story ... The saddest part upon reading this story was the fact that it had to end.” -- Front-
streetreviews.com

“Gripping, powerful and genuine. The story has both a pacing and engaging plot all while the author 
incorporates history, family values and new friendships formed. Bell’s characters are well defined and believ-
able. If looking for an interesting and entertaining read, look no further, as this one is sure to please. I give it 4 
plus stars.” Armchairreviews.com

“Masterpiece for 9-11-year olds. The reader will not be able to set down this gripping and fast-paced tale ... 
As a parent, teacher and writer, I give this book an enthusiastic thumbs-up; it’s a must-read!” -- Karen Hoenecke, 
author of 30 children’s books

IPG Books are available to the trade through Atlas Books


