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“Wonderful historical mystery set in the Roman Empire 
during the early Church and St. Luke’s timeframes. . . Historical 
figures come alive in his expert hands. – Bob Spear, Heartland 
Reviews: Rating: ♥ ♥ ♥ ♥ ♥

“Superbly crafted, wonderfully written murder mystery that treats the reader to a thrilling detec-
tive story meticulously backgrounded with accurate historical detail. – Midwest Book Review

“Masterful blend of history and mystery. ... wonderful book. with splendid characters, vivid history 
and a fair and puzzling mystery. I heartily recommend it. – Barbara D’Amato, award-winning author of three 
mystery series, Past President of Mystery Writers Internationals and Sisters in Crime International

“Brings to the reader the many cultures that were yoked under the politics and power of ancient Rome. . .  The 
colorful characters, both fictional and historical, are well blended to reveal the sordid web of money, greed and 
ruthlessness hidden behind the facade of civilization. One hopes to see Albert Bell’s Pliny again in the future. – 
Suzanne Crane, The Historical Novels Review

“Superlative job of  leading the reader into his Roman world, and the element of a traveling company of 
near-strangers allows him to develop minor characters to better display the variations of the Roman empire. The 
plot “worked”, and the dialogue seemed just right. A winner all around!
– Margaret F. Baker, Past Tense, the publication of the Historical Mystery Appreciation Society

Bell promises us a series, and this reviewer for one looks eagerly forward to the next installment!
– Irene Hahn, Romahost, About.com
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